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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

November 28, 2019 

Re: 2019 Budget 

 

The October 24 Provincial Budget included reductions to education. 
These reductions coupled with a significant insurance increase and a 
small decline in enrolment resulted in a 3M shortfall for the 2019/2020 
Sturgeon Public Schools Budget.  

The Board of Trustees have worked diligently to address the shortfall 
through reasoned and reasonable reductions that protect the classroom 
as much as possible. The approved budget includes the reduction of 
some services, the introduction of new fees for transportation and 
complimentary learning resources and a drawing down of reserves.  

In approving the budget last evening, Trustees fully considered the 
potential impact of future budgets.  

“Some will say that the one time transition funding that we are receiving 
(this fall) will ease the impact of these cuts – that is simply not the case. 
The potential loss of the $1.7 million one-time Transition Grant next year 
may mean further draconian cuts and fee increases for our families,” 
said Board Chair Terry Jewell. 

To minimize impact on students, the Division will shore up every 
available resource, limit services and increase reliance on the strong 
relationships with our parents, stakeholders and community members 
to achieve this mid-year reduction.  

Despite the challenges ahead, the Board remains steadfast in their 
commitment to students and staff and will continue to advocate to the 
provincial government to ensure the students in our care receive quality 
rural Public Education. 
 
For information, contact: Krystal Bryant, 587.599.8738 


